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N a country ſo diſtinguiſhed for a ſpirit 
1 of curioſity, as that wherein we live, 
it is not to be wondered at, that the 

public ſhould be deſirous of knowing every 
circumſtance of that man's hiſtory, who, 
from a life of . grandeur and popularity, 
ſunk at once into the moſt abjett ſtate of 
wretchedneſs and affliction; and who, after. 
having long ſupported a ſacred Character 
unimpeached, was brought to the bar of 
Juſtice, convicted of an enormous crime, 
and ſentenced to the ignominy of a public 
execution. „ 
Tet we are ſorry to obſerve, that while 

ſome have profeſſed to ſatisfy this curio- 
ſity, they have not. only deviated far from 
the line of truth, but have inhumanly ad- 
ded weight to the ſufferings of the oppreſ- 
d; having painted Mr. Dodd to the world 

* 8 


EE ! 
as a long: practiſed hypocrite, deſtitute of 
honour, ſhame, or honeſty, a diſgrace to his 
e and the peſt of all ſociety. 

The Circulation of ſuch accounts is not 
only uſeleſs to the public, but extremely 


afflicting to the friends of the unfortunate 


Gentleman. Common humanity would at 


all times induce us to check the progreſs of 


{ſcandal and malevolence; and though We 
mean not to decide on the innocence or Cri- 
minality of Dr. Dodd's intentions, we may 
be permitted to offer an unprejudiced ac- 
count of the tranſaction for which he has 
been ſentenced, with a ſketch. of the muy 
tal circumſtances of his life; from when&e 
the Reader will beſt judge whether he moſt 
ferves his cenſure or compaſſon. 


b. WILLIAM DODD was the eldeſt 
an of a Lincolnſhire Clergyman, and was 
born. 1 in the year 1726. His father, per- 
ceiving in him very early marks of genius, 
determined to educate him for the Church, 
and, after a preparatory inſtruction at home, | 
ſent him to the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
where he was admitted a Student of Clare- 
Hall. Here Mr., Dodd went through the 
uſual courſe of ſtudy, to qualify him for the 
Clerical Office; and by the aſſiduity of his 


application, ſoon became famous -for his 


4 


knowledge and taſte in Literature. 


M3 
"Is 1749, when the late Dile of Newtafth 
was elected High Steward of the Univer- 
fity, Mr. Dodd was appointed (amongſt o. 
thers) to rehearſe congratulatory Fe ms 
before his Grace, in the Senate Houſe.*>- 
The harmony of his voice, and his pecu: 
liar excellence of adapting'a graceful action 
to a juſt and expreſſive delivery, could noẽt 
= of attracting general admiration,” But 
Mr. Dodd received little pleaſure from the 
mere applauſe of the public. His mind was 
full of higher hopes, and diſtant pleafures, 
and he conceived he ſaw Prefermentsſhower- 
ing down upon him, from the munificence 
of the High Steward. is certain that he 
had an equal foundation for his hopes with 
the reft of his brethren; for the Duke had 
ſqueezed his hand, profeſſed an high eſteem 
for him, and promiſed to be his friend; 
Allured by theſe promiſes, and ſeriouſly 
depending on the protection of ſuch a 
Patron, he left College, and went to London, 
where he 'paid conſtant attendance at his 
Grace's levee, till penury began to ſtare 
him in the face; and finding not the leaſt 
proſpect of ſucceſs, he was obliged to dif- 


continue his viſits, and ſeek ſome other way 


0 — 


of ſubſiſtence. . By 444 
He had compoſed,. when at College, 
ſome verſes on the Duke of Newcaſtle's 
' election, . which had been dedicated to his, 
| | Toh | B 2 
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©” Grace, and well received by the publie. 
Hence he thought his poetical abilities 


might bring him in a decent maintenance, 
he commenced Dramatic Writer; but 
the ſucceſs he hoped for did not attend his 
pieces, and therefore, as the laſt reſource, 
* entered into Holy Orders, and was con- 
tent to officiate as employment offered. 
After ſome time an advertiſement ap- 
peared, for an aſſiſtant to the Zecturer of 
Meſt Ham, in Eſſex, who was old and infirm, 
and Mr. Dodd having greatly increaſed his 
wants by a haſty and inconſiderate Marriaga, 
immediately offered his ſervices at Weſt 
Ham. His fame, however, had ſo far ſpread 
itfelf, that he found no great difficulty in 
bargaining for two-thirds of the Lecturers 
income, and at the death of the old gentle- 
man (in about twelve months) Mr. Dodd 
entered into full poſſeſſion of the Lecture- 
ſhip. | | 
| 16 at Weſt Ham were moſtly 
compoſed of the middle kind of gentry, 
who had retired from the buſtle of trade 
time enough to enjoy themſelves in eaſe 
and gaiety. With ſuch people it is no 
wonder that Mr. Dodd's ſucceſs in the pul- 
pit ſnould be great, when we conſider that 
(beſides the admirable qualifications of a 
delicate white hand, a brilliant diamond 
ring, and a well-diſpoſed bouquet) he poſ- 
ſeſſed all that is neceſſary to conſtitute an 


8 
elegant 194 graceful Preacher. His add. be: Ts 


alternately. 


Amidſt all this indulgence, Mr. Dodd 
had a view to further honour and emolu.. 
- ment. The Magdalen Hoſpital lay conve- 

niently between his two pariſhes, / and re- 
quired only a ſermon on the Sunday evening. 
But how to ſucceed in this deſign was no 
eaſy taſk. He at firſt: offered to offit ĩate 


for the ſake of doing good; but the place 


was already filled, and beſides, therè was 
a ſomething of party in the caſe among 
the e which Dean to his | 


_— a D eien £86 


This difference of opinion Mr. Dodd af. 
ane took advantage of, and ſo far 


brought about the Governors, that a Reſo- 


jution was taken, that the Hoſpital Preacher 
ſhould either marry,. or reſigns it being 
thought dangerous to admit a: firigle: man 
amongſt 2 number of handſome girls, WhO 
were tod liable of themſelvesto ius may to 


impropet converſation. 2 Sg nge 
ESR 139 1 317K 2 Ji Lil 7 


tors loved him to a degree of adoration, 
and tho? his receipts: among them were ſel- 
dom leſs than 200l. a year, they good-na-- 
turedly indulged him with their permiſ- 
fion to add the Lectureſhip of St. Olaue c, 
Crutcbed-friars, to that of Weſt Ham, and 
both pariſhes conſented {without leſſening 
his ſalary) that he thould preach to ee 


8-4 
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_ pleaſing figure, and hence it was preſumed 


(6) | 
The Chaplain was far from being a 
e would find it difficult to get into the 


matrimonial nooſe; he was poor, and the 
_ *Expences of an increaſing family might be 
too much for his ſalary, Either way Mr. 
Dodd entertained hopes of ſucceſs. But 
unfortunately the Chaplain married, and 
kept his ſtation for more than twelve 
months; at the end of which time, hows 


ever, he was forced to quit the Hoſpital, 


and take a laborious er oh in the City 


Mr. Dodd thereupon too poſſeſſion, in 
1759, as firſt Preacher, and brought nume- 
rous congregations, whoſe contributions 
greatly increaſed the Hoſpital Revenue. 


At the end of one year he thought himſelf 


ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and therefore aſked 


the Governors whether they meant to em- 


loy him in future, and on what terms. 
They directly voted him fifty guineas as a 
preſent, and an annual ſalary of one hun- 


Ared guineas, provided he would preach 


thirty ſermons, in the winter and ſpring 
ſeaſons; a taſk which, it muſt be owned, 
he fulfilled with the greateſt credit to him- 


ſelf, and much to the advantage of his pe- 


nitential audience. - 7 
Mr. Dodd at this time reſided at Plaiſtow, 
where he kept a private academy, and fro:n 
the produce of his two Lectureſnips, the 


= — Annuity, his School, and Lite- 


. 


rary Publications,“ his income was fuffi- 
cient to ſupport him in a life of elegance 
and grandeur. _ op pn CO DPI 
In this round of affluence, Mr. Dodd 
lived for ſome years, revered in public life, 
as an undiſſembling and affiduous Miniſter, 
and eſteemed in his private capacity, as an 
affectionate huſband, a friendly neighbour, 

and an honeſt man. He was about this 
time appointed one of the Chaplains in Or- 
dinary to bis Majeſty ; and the dignity of his 
character was ſtill further advanced by his 
taking the degree of LE. D. The nomina- 
tion to this Chaplainfhip was deemed a cer- 
tain omen of eccleſiaſtical honour, and made 
Prebendaries, Canonries, and even Lawn 
Sleeves, riſe like fairy viſions before his 
ſight. e ne 
He was now a conſtant gueſt at Court; 
and punctually attentive to the nod of thoſe 


— — 


- * The firſt Publication of Mr. Dodd's was, The Beauties 
of Shakeſpeare, a work in very great eſteem ; after which 
he publiſhed the Hymns of Callimachus, tranſlated from 

the Greek, and illuſtrated by many very curious and learned 

notes. His Diſcourſes on the Parables and Miracles of the 

New Teſtament next appeared, in 4 vols. And: when Mr. 
Dodd was appointed (in 2760). to conduct the Chriſtian's 
Magazine, his Refle1ons on Death (ſince collected into one 
vel.) were given in that Work, in ſeparate Numbers. 
Mr. Dodd alſo publiſhed a Set of Sermons to Young Men, 
the /i/itor, a Collection of Eſſays, Hall's Contemplations, 
and Comfort for the Aflicted; with ſeveral other much-. 
admired works. But the greateſt in vhich he was engaged 
Fal his valuable Commentary on. the Bible, publiſhed in 

10. | Dp 


* the building. 


K 
in power; but it had been better that he had 


remained [conſtant amongſt his et Ham 
| friends,than to have tempted Fortune to the 
utmoſt; for, unacquainted as he was with 
the laws and intereſts of Church and State, 


a ſtranger to the ſpirit and etiquette of par- 
ties, and totally unſkilled in the myſterious 
art of making elections, he was reckoned 

incapable of political life, and conſequently 
unfit for high places. However, the 
Doctor did not perceive this ſo early as he 


ought to have done; but, flattered with. 
the idea of Preferment, neglected his for- 


mer friends, and gave into a courſe of fa. _ 
ſhionable pleaſures, which was by no means 
ſuitable to the decreaſe of his precarious in- 
come. Nay, his intereſt at Veſt Ham de- 
elined ſo much, that when the Living be- 
camè vacant, he was unable to make friends 
enough for ſucceeding to it, and thus loſt 
what would have been a valuable addition 
to his other- poſſeſſions. 

The hackneyed and deceitful ſcheme of 
Chapel-building was. then ſuggeſted, as. the: 
beft reſource; and not having any thing of 
his own, to enable him to undertake a work 
of ſuch expence, he agreed with one of thoſe 


adventurous and ſ peculative. builders, with 
which: the Metropolis abounds, to erect a 


Chapel, and to accepi, of annuities. for his: 
payment, with the ſecurity. of. a mortgage 


. 
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To this we may attribute all his ſub- 
2 misfortunes. Loaded with new” i 


debts, and his e e as uſual, 
private loans were ſolicit 

not always to procure food and vraiment, 
but chiefly to pay increaſing annuities, 


which, like Syſiphus's ſtone, were ſtill rol- 


ling back upon his head, and mw year 


threatening him with the horrors of utter 


a: | 
This made him hunt after every occa- 
ſion of making money, and rendered him 


not ſo ſcrupulous as he.ought to have been, 


as-to the means by which he might obtain 
it. But in ſpite of all his efforts, the Doctor 


at laſt was obliged to live at home for. ſix 


days in the week, and go abroad only on the 
Sunday. 1445 
Among other ſchemes to a tempo- 
rary ſupply, was that of offering his aſſiſt- 
ance at any new Chapel of Eaſe that had 
been erected. A Chapel at Hampſtead was 
in adeclining ſituation, and none was judg'd 
ſo fit to reſtore it, as Dr. Dodd. Like a true 
empiric, he undertook its cure, and left it 
at the end of one year's attendance, nearly 
as bad as he found it; and after getting the 
beſt fee that could be raiſed, aſſigned it to 
one Mr. G,, now of Kenſington, for the 
ſum of ſixty pounds down: Mr. &— 

officiated in it for another year, and at the 


expiration of his term juſt received from 


4, 


and obtained, 
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= the people his own money only; with this 


peculiar ſatisfaction, that he had preached 
the goſpel, during that period, for nothing. 
And now a circumſtance occurred, which 


for a time greatly diminiſhed the fame of 
Dr. Dodd. LE £3 VET GS Tre #81 


ny 


It was rumoured that a Canonry of Wind- 


for, a Prebend of Durham, or even a well- 


conditioned Rectory of five or ſix hundred 
a year, would be accepted as proper equiva- 
lents for the Living of St. George's, Hanover 


| Square,” The Doctor, ever vigilant to catch 


a good bargain, could not let this oppartu- 
nity flip, but immediately made this allur- 


ing offer, That he would give to the favour- 


ed candidate for his intereſt, an annuity of 
300l. and his living in Bedſordſbire, which 
was worth 200l. more. KS 
A letter ſomething to this effect was ſent 
to the Lady of a great Law Officer, from 


whom it was by degrees communicated to a 


ill greater Per ſonage; and the conſequence 
50 an eraſure of his name from the liſt of 
Chaplains, with a poſitive declaration, that 


he ſhould never receive the ſmalleſt ad- 


vancement, while his M-—y poſſeſſed the 


The Doctor was extremely hurt at the 


heinous light in which the public at firſt 


viewed this tranſaction, and made many ef- 
forts to clear himſelf from any iniquitous 
intention. In his Preface to the laſt edition 


— 
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of An Account of the Magdalen Hoſpital, ow * 


expreſſing his wiſhes for the ſucceſs of chat 


Charity, he concludes with this N i 


oh incident in Queſtion. 1 1385 


75 May —.— continue to difaſe its comforts _ 
bleſſings, when my poor unfortunate breath is yiel- 
ded up to him that gave it! And when I am no 
more, 1 5 the memory of my cruel treatment is for- 
got, yet at leaſt may this Work live to be ſweet in 
the grateſul remembrance of thoſe, to whom, it com- 
municates good !, 

Conſcious of the Rectitude of my Cntemtionsy 
and delighting in nothing fo truly, as imparting; 
Felicity and Conca, may God enable me to 
impart it more and more, ſo long as he thinks f 
to continue me here below | and may he render the 
pleaſing conſciouſneſs of doing ſo, a counterbalance 
to the evils and ſufferings under which, through the 
cruelty of the aries I muſt go mourning all the 
days of my liſe! June, 1776. 


Whether the world was really convinedd' 
of his innocence, or whether from a pre- 
vailing good-nature they were induced to 
paſs, over an act not enormouſly criminal, 
we do not pretend to determine; by degrees, 
however, his fame became re-eſtabliſhed, 
and about twelve months after he obtained 
a Diſpenſation to hold, with his Bedfordſbire 
Living, one that had been given him by his 
noble Pupil the Earl of Cheſterfield. We 
wiſh it could be added, that his paſſion for 
pleaſure: had abated, and that he had re- 
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trrieved his name in that reſpect, as well as 


in others; for few are the inſtances where a 


love of gaiety and diſſipation has left the 
mind uncorrupted by vicious deeds. To 


remove the incumbrance of his firſt wants, 
he brought on himſelf a greater and more 
conſtant one. The receipts of his ſeveral 

Chapels were uncertain, and moſtly inade- 


-quate to his demands for money; while his 


annuitants were punctual and numerous. 
The bills of his tradeſmen. lay long neg- 


lected; and in an unhappy moment he found 


himſelf unable to continue the life he had 


| begun, or properly to get out of his many 


difficulties. Preſſed by want on one hand, 


and urged by a flattering temptation on the 


other, he at length reſolved on a moſt fatal 
act, and in an inſtant totally deſtroyed the 


happineſs and reputation of the remainder 


of his life. | 1 

The facility with which money may be 
obtained on written ſecurities, has by many 
ſpeculative perſons been thought more in- 
Jurious than beneficial to the community, 
as being an inducement for ſome men to 


extend their ſchemes, pleaſures, and ex- 


pences- beyond the proper bounds, -and a 
temptation to others to obtain money by 


counterfeit names and ſignatures. Dr. Dodd 


was unhappily a victim of both theſe al- 
lurements; for having burthened himſelf 
with Annuities, and other Parchment Debts, : 


613 ) 


far beyond His own ability to discharge 15 
. neceſſities drew him into the dangerous pro- 
_ ject of raiſing a ſupply, by 8 a W 
in the name of the preſent Earl of Cheſter- 
field, (to whom he was Chaplain) for 4200}. 


According to the Doctor's moſt ſolemn 
die ation his demands at that time did 


not exceed ;ool. and the reaſon why the 


bond was made for 4200]. was, that the re- 


quiſition of a ſmaller ſum from a Nobleman 


of Lord Chefterfield's character and fortune 


would probably have created ſome ſuſpi- 


cion. On the other ſide of the queſtion ĩt 
has been urged, that Dr. Dodd's ſituation 
could not be 0 diſtreſsful as to put it our 
of his power to raiſe: zool. on his own fe- 


curity ; and that therefore his wants muſt 


have been greater, or that he had an inten- 


tion of leaving the kingdom, for which the 


. reſt of the money was to have been applied. 
In ſuch a matter, where the truth lies deep, 
and concealed by different appearances, it 
would be preſumption to offer any opinion 
of our own. The actions of all men ſhould 
appear conſiſtent, even on the moſt critical 
examination ; yet there is no accounting for 
what may be done in a ſtate of perplexity 
and diſtreſs. 

The plain fimple fact. i is, his a bond for 
42091. was drawn on the 3d of Feb. 1777, 
and given to Me. Robinſon, 0 Broker, to be 


- 
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TIP een as the bond of Lord Cheſterfield, 
and which was to be ſigned as ſoon as any 
pain ſhould agree to advance the money. 


r. Robinſon applied to a Mr. Mann, who. 
being informed he was not to ſee the execu- 
tion of the bond, refuſed to lend the ſum. 
Mr. Fletcher, a Banker, was then aſked, 


who agreed, in conjunction with Mr. 


Peach, a Silk-merchant, to advance the 


money, for an annuity of 70ol. but they 
both objected to paying the money to Mr. 
Robinſon, ne POuer of attorney from. 


Lord Cheſterfield. r. Robinſon therefore 
took the bond to Dr. Doad, 94: calling the 


next day, was told by the Doctor that hz | 


had ſeen thꝭ bond executed by his Lord- 
ſhip; Dr. Dodd then ſigned his name as a 


witneſs, and Mr. Robinſon, knowing Mr. 


Fletcher would object to one witneſs only, and 
having an implicit confidence in the Doctor, 
wrote his name alſo, but not on account f 
any requeſt from Dr. Dodd. He then re- 
ceived a power of attorney, ſigned like the 
bond, and by virtue of that he received the 


money, which was paid immediately to Dr. 


Dodd, 3o00l. in notes of Sir Charles Ray- 
mond and Co. and the reſt in bank notes. 
Mr. Robinſon received 100l. for his com- 


miſſion, and he ſuppoſed Dr. Dodd had the 


ſame. 


It ſhould be mentioned, that, previous 


to the payment of che money, the bond and 
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power of attorney were taken to the cham- 
bers of Mr. Manley, an Attorney, who not 
being at home, the Clerk informed Mr. 
Peach they were both legal. They were 
left, however, till the next morning, when 
Mr. Mauley obſerving a blot on the word 
Seven in the condition of the bond, which 
appeared to have been done rather by de- 
fien than accident, he communicated his 
ſuſpicions to Mr, Fletcher, who adviſed him 
to wait on Lord Cheſterfield. Accordingly 
he attended his Lordſhip in the morning, 
who diſowned any knowledge of the bond, 
and a warrant againſt Dr. Dodd and Mr. 
Robinſon were immediately obtained. | 
Mr. Robinfon was firſt apprehended, and 
'went with Mr. Manley and Mr. Fletcher in a 
coach to the Doctor's Theak, in Argyle-ftreet. 
Soon after they were admitted, the Doctor 
made his appearance, and the buſineſs was 
opened by Mr. Manley, who told him of 
the charge they had againſt him. Dr. Dodd 
was very much ſtruck, and deeply affected. 
He was then informed that Mr, Robinſon 
laid the whole charge on him, and being 
aſked what could induce him to do ſuch an 
act, he replied, UROENT NecesvTyY ; that 
he was preſſed to pay ſome tradeſmens bills, 
but that he meant no. injury to Lord Che/- 
zerfield, or any one elſe, and intended re- 
placing the money in a few months, which, 
C 2. 


WOE, 

he had a certainty of being able to do. He 
then publicly declared Mr. Robin/on's inno- 
cence, and returned 3409]. of the money, 
beſides giving a judgment for 6001. which 
was levied” on his goods, Mr, Robinſon 
alſo refunded the 100]. he had received. 

Both parties were taken the ſame day 
before the Lord Mayor, where all the fore- 
going circumſtances were {worn to. During 
that examination, the' Do@or's ſituation 
was extremely pitiable and affecting. Sunk 
beneath the preſſure of his melancholy re- 
flections, he ſcarcely retained the faculty of 
his ſpeech, but plainly ſnewed in his coun- 
tenance the inward horrors of his mind. 
At length being aſked what he had to offer in 
his defence, he thus addreſſed his Lordſhip : 


« My Lord, I am at a loſs what to offer in ſuch a 
fituation—T had no intention to defraud my Lord 
Cheſterfield. —T hope, that the ſatisfaction I have 
-made, in returning the money, will atone for the 
offence.—My life can be of no ſervice to any body, 
though, if it muſt be forfeited, take it. I thall be 
willing to reſign it. —I was preſſed exceedingly for 
2001. to pay ſome bills due to tradeſmen.— I took 
this ſtep as a temporary reſource.— ſhould have re- 
paid it in half a year. —My Lord Chefterfield cannot 
but have ſome tenderneſs for me, as my pupil.---I 
love him, [here his tears interrupted him for ſome 
time] he knows it.---He has experienced it of me. 
I regard his honour as my own. There is no body 
wiſhes to proſecute.- Pray, my Lord Mayor, con- 
ſider my caſe, and as there is no proſecution, diſmiſs 


9 
me. I am ſure my Lord Cheſterſield does not want 


my life.---I hope he will ſhew clemency to me. 
Mercy ſhould triumph. over juſtice.” ; F 


Mr. Fletcher having received back 3 500l. 
and accepted a power of attorney from the 
Doctor for the remainder of the 4200l. 
which he had advanced, now ſhewed no 
forwardneſs for a proſecution; on the con- 
trary, Mr. Manley contended, that if it 
Vas incumbent upon any perſon, it was up- 
on the noble Earl who had been ſo fre- 
quently mentioned in the buſineſs. As to 
the bond produced, it was now a public in- 
ſtrument; to Mr. Fletcher it was no more 

than blank paper; it was now handed to the 
public, and any perſon might uſe it as an in- 
ſtrument in the hands of juſtice. But it be- 
hoves the noble Earl in particular (ſays: 
Mr. Manley) to ſhew to the world, that his 
name has been improperly applied. to effect. 
the buſineſs; for it was the credit which was 
given to his Lordſhip, that. occaſioned the. 
inconvenience. | 15 

The Lord Mayor was of a different opi- 
nion; he. called upon Mr. Fletcher to pro- 
ſecute, who was bound in a recognizance of 
zool. and a mittimus-was ſent with the pri- 
ſoners to Wood - ſtreet Compter. 

At the uſual time of collecting the pri- 
ſoners from the different goals, previous 
to the Old Bailey Seſſions, Mr. Robinſon 
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was removed to Newgate, but Dr. Dodd, at 
the interceſſion of his friends, was ſuffered 
to remain in Wood - ſtreet Compter, till the 
I9th of Feb. when the Seſſions began.“ 
The next evening, about ſix o'clock, a 
matter was diſcovered that threw the whole 
Court at the Old Bailey into confuſion. It 
was occaſioned by the following order 
coming into the hands of Mr. Juſtice 
Willes: 


—Y 


ct. — 


During his confinement, he is ſaid to have written the 
following verſes : | | 


AMIDST confincment's miſerable gloom, 
*Midſt the lone herrors of this wretched room, | 
What comforts, gracious Heaven! doft thou beſtow 
To ſoothe my ſorrows, and conſole my woe ! 
A Wife, beyond the firſt of woman-kind, 
Tender, attach'd, and even to death reſign'd. 
Dear youthful Friends, in life's ingenious hour 
As children zealous to exert each power ! 
Men, ſkill'd in wiſdom's moſt ſagacious lore, 
Solicitous to aid, to ſave—reſtore! * 
Lawyers and Counſellors without a fee 
Studious to guide, direct, and ſet me ſree! 
Nay—from the men I falſely doom'd my foes 
The ready offer of all ſervice flows, 
While Gratitnde, in guiſe unknown, draws nigh, 
Says I was kind, and tenders her ſupply ! 
Above the reſt, ' my Keepers, ſooth'd to grief, 
With ſympathetic pity give relief: 
Treat as a gueſt the Sufferer they revere, 
And make it even tranquil to be here ! 
Great God of Mercy! if amidſt my woes 
A ſtream of ſuch peculiar comfort flows 
Flows full, flows only from thy care divine, 2 
May I not humbly, firmly, Lord, reſign, 
And truſt the iſſue to thy care alone? 
Yes, Lord, I truſt : © O may thy will be done!“ 


\ 
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MIDDLESEX, to Wit. 
At the Delivery of his Maj jeſty's Gaol of New 


gate, holden for the ſame county, at Juſtice Hall i in 
the Old Bailey, &c. 


It is ordered, that Lewis Robinſon be n 
before the Grand Jury, and examined on the Bill 
of Indictment preferred againſt William Dodd, for 
- uttering and publiſhing a Bond, purporting to be 
the Bond of the Right Hon. the Earl of Cheſterfi eld, 
and that the ſaid Lewis Robinſon be —— 
brought back to his Majeſty's Gaol of Newgate, to 
ge his Teſtimony as a Witneſs againſt the ſaid Vin. 
odd on his trial for the forgery aforeſaid. | 
<« By the Court, DEACON. 
| To the Keeper of his Majeſty's 
„ Gaol of Newgate.” 


In conſequence of this pretended autho- 
rity, the evidence of Mr. Robinſon was re- 
ceived by the Grand Inqueſt, who returned 
the bill againſt the Doctor into Court. By 
this mode of proceeding, the fears of Mr, 
Robinſon were at once removed, and the Pro- 
ſecutors ſupplied every defect of evidence 
- againſt the Divine. They had applied on 
Thurſday to the Court for the admiſſion of 
Mr. Robinſon's evidence, and the Bench re- 
fuſed to give any directions; however, by 
ſome means, Mr. Manley's Clerk prevailed 
upon Mr. Deacon, the Clerk of the Arraigns, 
to draw up this order. „ Mr. Deacon was 
called upon in very ſevere terms to juſtify 
his conduct, and a very long altereation 
enſued ; bur at laſt, after an affidavit had 


-- 
OD OS OOO TG HOI ns AN wy 


755 


—— 


E 


been read, made by Mr. Deacon, ſtating the: 
innocence of his intention, he was ſeverely 
reprimanded by the Bench, and. the matter 


ended. 


On Saturday the TRIAL came on, and the 


unhappy culprit with flow and gentle ſteps 
approached the Bar of Juſtice.. At his firſt 
entrance, his ſpirits ſeemed much agitated, 
but, after covering his face for a minute 
with his handkerchief, he ſeemed to recover 
his fortitude, and: thus introduced his plea 
r 


ce My Lords, I am informed a Billof Indictment, 


preferred againſt me, was found by the Grand Jury 


upon the evidence of Mr. Robinſon. He, my Lord, 
is a ſubſcribing witneſs to the bond, and I conceive 
will be led to ſwear any. thing by way of.exculpating 
himſelf ; and as the Bill was ſurreptitiouſly obtained, 
I ſubmit to your Lordſhips, that I ought not to plead 
to this indictment; to which point of Law I beg 
to be heard by my Counſel]; I beg leave further to 
make known to your Lordſhips, that the Gentlemen 
are bound over to proſecute Mr. Robinſon. | 


Mr. HowarrTn, as leading Counſel for the 


' Priſoner, was then heard in fupport of the 
objection to plead; the Doctor being, in the 


mean time indulged with a chair. The 
chief principle that he grounded the force 
of his argument upon, was, that the evi- 
dence before the Grand Jury who found the 
bill, was not legally competent, and there- 


fore the Priſoner could not. be called upon, 


to anſwer it. | 
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Mr. Cowres followed this gentleman in 
the ſame tract of ingenious contention; and 
Mr. BuLLER was afterwards heard on the 
ſame fide; the Tubſtance of whoſe argu- 


ments was the ſame with Mr. HowaRTR's. 


Mr. MansrFitLD then roſe, on behalf of 


the Proſecutor, to ſhew cauſe why Robinſon 
could legally, under all the circumſtances, 
be permitted to rank as a witneſs. The pre- 
ſent, he ſaid, was the firſt time he ever re- 
collected an enquiry to be ſeriouſly made of 
the evidence requiſite and -competent to be 
roduced before a Grand Jury; and it will 

e the firſt time (ſaid the learned Advocate) 
if this attempt that is made to ſtifle any par- 
' ticle of evidence ſhould ſucceed. The en- 
quiry by this Jury is not, whether the party 
is guilty? but whether there is probable 
ground to put him upon his trial ? Another 
Jury are to determine the guilt or innocence 
of the perſon accuſed. Asto the order up- 
on which ſo much had been ſaid by the 
Gentlemen on the other fide, it was an order 


of courſe. Robinſon was in the province of 


the Court, and therefore Mr. Deacon iſſued, 
in the common courſe of official practice, a 
direction to the Keeper of Newgate, to take 
him to Hicks's hall before the Grand Jury. 
He ſaid that he could ſee no legal objection 
to Robinſon's teſtimony, for though committed 
for, he was not charged with, any offence, as 


the charge could only be by indictment; for 


* 
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be never yet underſtood that the commit- 


ment of the Magiſtrate juſtified any pre- 


ſumption of the guilt; but ſuppoſed Mr. 


- Robinſon and Dr. Dodd to be equally guilty. 
Every day! A: experience ſhews that accom- 
plices may be admitted evidence, though 
their teſtimony alone cannot convict. 
JosTiIce WIL Es. The argument for the 


* is very pointed, that a priſoner 
committed for the ſame crime, cannot be 


admitted to give his teſtimony without au- 


thority, and here there appears no autho- 
rity. Mr. Reynolds, you are an old Officer 
of the Court; let us hear from you what has 
been the practice reſpecting the admiſſion 


of accomplices to give evidence. 


Mr. REYNOLDS.” My Lord, an order goes 


in courſe 'without application, where it ap- 


ars by the Calendar that a man is com- 


mitted by the Magiſtrate as an evidence. I 
never knew an inſtance before, where an 


x 


order was made without application to the 


Judges, when both were committed as 


Principals to take their trial. 


Mr. DaveneorT, who argued on the 


ſame ſide with Mr. Mansfield, contended, 
that the Grand Jury was obliged to receive 


all evidence that offered; that if Robinſon 


had broke goal, and gone to Hicks's- hall, 


they were bound to hear him; and that if 
they refuſed it, he as Counſel for them in a 
Court of Law, would find it difficult to ſay 
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any thing I their juſtification ; that the de- 
termination of their Lordſhips to refuſe the 


application for the order, did not Peu , 
ord- 


againſt the validity of it; that their 
ſhips never did adviſe either one way or the 


other, for there was a criterion of law that 


in all caſes directed their conduct. 


Baron PERRYN. The author of that im- 
proper lenity ſnewn to the priſoner at the 
bar has occaſioned all this confuſion. If 
he had been brought to Newgate at the 


uſual time, his name would have been in the 


calendar, and all theſe arguments ſaved. _ - 


_ * Alderman WooLpR1pGe. I am extremely 
diſtreſſed to find myſelf called upon in this 


public manner, for acting agreeable to the 


dictates of humanity. I happened to be the 


perſon who was applied to for continuing 
Dr. Dodd in the Compter. I had the ho- 


nour to ſit with the Lord Mayor when the 


Doctor was examined; an application was 


then made, to admit Mr. Robinſon to bail; 
it appeared improper for ſeveral reaſons. I 
feel for the fair, open, impartial adminiſtra- 


tion of juſtice: the order is a fraudulent 
and wicked one, and if Dr. Dodd ſhould be 


convicted by evidence fo obtained, I would 


not for the world be in the place. of the. 
Clerk, at whoſe hands the Doctor's blood | 


will be required. 
To prevent further. altercation, it was 


then agreed that the opinion of the Twelve 


oy 


Jadghd ſhould be taken, on the legality of- 
Robinſon's evidence, if the priſoner was con- 
victed, and akefeupon they E with 
the Tefal. 2 

After the; indictment had been read, 
and the Jury ſworn, Mr. Mansfield opened 
the caſe on the part of the proſecution wi 
a degree of humanity that did honour to his 
feelings. He declared that the gentlemen 
at whoſe inſtance the proſecution was car- | 
ried on, by no means wiſhed to urge any 
matter which might look like malice or re- 
venge, and lamented that he was under the 
neceſſity of bringing ſo atrocious a charge 
againſt a gentleman of the priſoner's cha- 
racter and profeſſion. It was his duty, he 
ſaid, to confirm*the charge by calling wit- 
neſſes, and he begg'd that they alone might 
be attended to. 

The particulars of the forgery, and the 
circumſtances which led to its diſcovery, (as 
related in the former part of this narrative) 
were then clearly proved, and the teſtimony 
of Mr. Robinſon fixed the ſeveral points of 
uttering and publiſhing fully upon the pri- 
foner. Dr. Dodd was therefore called upon 
for his defence, when he ſpoke to the fol- 
ſowing purport: 


« UPON the evidence which has this day 4.50 
produced againſt me, I find it very difficult for me 
to addreſs ; our Lordſhips: There is no man in the 
world, my * whe has a deeper ſenſe of the 
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heinous nature of the crime, for which I ſtand in- 


8. kenn than myſelf. I yiew it in all its extent of 


inaligoancy. cowards 3, commercial fhje ike ours 


lawyer, that the moral turpitude and malignity of 
the crime, b6th in the eye of the law, of reaſon, and 


of religion, conſiſts in the intention. I am informec 
my Lords, that the Act of Parliment on this heac 


rund perpetually in that ſtile, ** with an intention to 
defraud: Suc 


an intention, my Lords, and Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, I believe has not been attempted 
to be proved upon me; and the conſequences tha 

have happened, which have appeared before you, 


Tufficiently prove, that a perfect and ample reſtitu- 


tion has been made. I leave it, my Lords, to you 


and the Gentlemen of the Jury, to conſider, that if 
an unhappy man, of any kind, ever deviates, from 


the law of right, yet if in the ſingle firſt moment of 


recollection, he does all he can to make a full and 


perfect amends, what, my Lords, and Gentlemen of 
the Jury, can God and man deſire further? My 
Lords, there are a variety of little circumſtances, 
too tedious to trouble you with, with reſpect to this 
matter. Was I to give a looſe to my feelings, I have 
many things to ſay, which I am ſure Fig would 
feel, with reſpect to me: But, my Lords, as it ap- 
pears on all hands, as it appears, Gentlemen of the 
Jury, in every view, that no injury, intentional or 


real, has been done to any man upon the face of the 
earth, J hope, that therefore you will conſider the | 


caſe in its true ſtate of clemency.. I muſt alſo ob- 


' "ſerve to your Lordſhips, that, although I have met 


with all candour in this Court, yet 1 have been 
purſued with oppreflive.cruzIty. I have been proſe- 


cuted after the moſt expreſs engagements, after the 


— 


M 
moſt ſolemn aſſurances, after the moſt deluſive, 


| ſoothing arguments of Mr. Manly. I have been gro- 


ſecuted with a cruelty ſcarcely to be parallelled. A 


perſon, ayowedly criminal in the ſame indictment 


with, myſelf, has been brought forth as 2 capital 


witneſs againſt me j—a fab, T blieve, totally un- 


exampled. My Lords, oppreſſed as I am with infamy, | 
_ Joaded as I am with diſtreſs, ſunk under this crue 


proſecution, your Lordſhips, and Gentlemen of the 
Jury, cannot think life a matter of any value to me. 


No, my 4 ds, I ſolemnly proteſt, that death, of 
im 


ney ſeven 


all -bleffi: 5 would be the moſt pleaſant to me after 
this pain. Let 1 have ties which call upon me, ties 
A me deſirous even to continue this mi- 
Jerable exiſtence ! Fhave a Wife, my Lords, who for 
ears has lived an unparallelled ex- 


EIK | 
ample of conjugal attachment and fidelity; and 


whoſe behaviour, during this trying ſcene, will 


draw, tears of approbation, I am, ſure, even from 


the moſt inhuman. My Lords, I hope I don't ex- 


ceed in what I fay. My Lords, I have credito 

honeft men, that will Toſe much by my death: 

hope, for the fake of juſtice towards them, ſome 
mercy will be ſhewn to me; and if, upon the whole, 
thefe conſiderations at all avail with you, my Lords, 
and you Gentlemen of the Jury; if upon the-moſt 
partial ſurvey of the matter, not the lighteſt inten- 


- TE & injury can appear to any one; and 1 


ſolemnly declare, it was in my power ta replace it 
in three months: of this I aſſured Robinſon fre- 
quently, and had his ſolemn aſſurances no man 
ſhould be privy to it but Mr. Fletcher and himſelf; 
and if no injury is done to any man upon the earth, 


wb "then hope, I truft, I confide myſelf in the tender- 


neſs, humanity, and protection. of my Country.“ 


MW 


Baron Penryn, who tried the cauſe, here 
ſlid up the evidence, and made a few 
obſervations as he proceeded, It is netd- 


pore to ſay „ Alpine the Judg diſcharged his 
by'd | 


cue Rating what fia. 
2 5 "oa the mouths of the witneſſes. 
0 inted out to them the two matters 
ich the \ priſoner chiefly reſted his de- 
fene, viz. & his having 15 intention 
defraud; ang his. 1 7 ſuch ampl 
reſtitutie that not ny perſon Was Py 
red.” And he fubm̃itted it to the Jury, 
how far theſe pleas bught to operate on 
theit minds, and whether t e Tufficient 


to ground a verdict of acquitta]Fijpon, He 
did not; however, let che 9 0 the 
Court, without informing t. i of the dans 
ger of, admittin ſuch r as ext ; pations, 
4 4 proof - A Fo and fat! 


a r0 
m the poſſibilities” in Hin dee n and reafon a- 
inſt the truth of t e bier) 
defence, and the po reſtitu- 
tion, even where 10 dad 1 akin ed, by a 
CO at the moment of his violating the 
aw 4 
The Jury, about half paſt four oelock, | 
withdrew out, of Court, and returned in 
about ten minutes, and brought in their 
verdict Gbicry, | 
The unhappy Convittwas then kt back 
to Newgate,” to Wait the re of the 
2 | 


- 


twelve 8 on the -teglic of Robinſav! J 


evidence. 

In this dreadful interyal he, — 
every conſolation which the kindneſs of his 
friends could poſſibly beſtow. An attempt 
had been made before his trial, to obtain the 
forged fe from the Lord Mayor, on the 
ground of its being cancelled by Dr. Dodd, 
and conſequently his property; but not 
ſucceeding therein, they applied wherever 
155 ſuppoſed any intereſt colild be made, 
| Jury who gave the verdict 'firongly 
recommended him to mercy z many of the 
Nobility preſented petitions to his Majeſty 
to the ſame; effect; and every argument was 
employed that ingenuity could ſuggeſt, ; to 
palliate his offence, ang Tape a favours 
able ſentence. _. _ 

The Rev. Mr. Butler, Dr. Cogan, Mr. 
Hawes, and many other Gentlemen en 
viſited him : hl his confinement 
My Dodd Waben the moſt rachel as at- 
— —.— to her unhapf py partner, in a time 
of ſuch extreme diſtreſs, conſtantly attend- 
ing him in priſon, and uſing every endea- 
vour to render his affliction more. fupport- 
able. eee 

Yet notwithſtanding this, the nad effect 
they aimed at was far from being produced. 
The interceſſion of his, friends was not ſuc- 
ceſsful enough to give him any hopes of 

life; and ſo incal is it to reduce even our 


( 
own a GoRritics to practice, that the man who" 


had before given comfort to afflicted. fin- . 
ners, and cheered the gloom of death's dark 
pals e, . Ns of others, was no-. 
ble to ort the thought of his on 
| diffolitivn, | "The fear of death overcame. 
all his. fortitude ; and though he dared not 
hope, yet he earneſtly wi ped to have his life 
prolonged. - | 
After the Lent Circuits were Eniſbed, 
the Judges met to give their opinions on 
the validity of Mr. Robinſon's evidence, 
when it Was uhanimouſly admitted to be 
hr 2 Atcotdinglx, on Friday, May 16, 
be e Ni of whe Old Bailey Seſfions, 
14d was; led from his apartments, ſup- 
rted by l Gentlemen, andi placed at the 
2 and the uſual proc lamation for fence 
deing made, the Clerk of tlie Arraigns 
afkxd him what he had to fay why judgment 
of death ſiould not paſs 15 him ac- 
9455 law? The miſerable man, with 
folded hands, and ſtreaming eyes, wry repre 
as Recorder in the following pech: 


: «My Lord; L iow Man We ee 
example of human i J entered upon a pub-. 
lic life; with the —— common to Young webs 
whoſe edueation has been liberal, and whoſe abili- 
ties have been flattered, And when became a cler- 
an, I conſidered ' myſelf as not impairing the 
nity Weil . 1 was not an idle, 5 1 W 


X 


ou, 4 c . 


an uſeleſs miniſter, J taught the truths of Chri- 
tianity with the zeal of conviCtion, and the authority 
of innocence, My labours were approved; my 
pulpit became popular; and, I have reaſon to 
believe; that of thoſe wo heard me, ſome have 
beewpteſerved from fin, and ſome have been reclaim - ' 
ed. Candeſcend, my Lord, to think, if theſe con- 
ſiderations aggravate my crime, how much they muſt 
e — os aw Gs 
Being diſtinguiſhed and elated by the appro- 
bation of mankind, I had too much confidence in 
myſelf: and thinking my integrity—what others 
thought it—eſtabliſhed in ſincerity, and fortified by 
religion, I did not conſider the danger of vanity, 
nor ſuſpect the deceitfulneſs of my own. heart. 
The day of conflict came, in which temptation ſur- 
priſed and overwhelmed me! I committed the crime,,. | 
which I entreat your Lordſhip to believe, that my 
conſcience hourly repreſents to me in its full bulk 
of miſchief and malignity. Many have been over 
powered by temptation, who are now among the 
penitent in heavens, : n ee 
To an act, now waiting the deciſion of vin- 
dictive Juſtice, I will not preſume to. oppoſe: the. 
counterbalance of almoſt thirty years, (a great part 
of the life of man) paſſed in exciting and exerciſing 
charity; in relieving ſuch diſtreſſes as I now feel; 
in adminiſtering thoſe conſolations which L no. 
want, I will not otherwiſe extenuate my offence, 
than by declaring- what many circumſtances make 
probable, that I did not intend to be ſignally frau- 
dulent. Nor will it become me to apportion my 
'- own En. oy alledging, that my ſufferings , 
have been not much leſs than my guilt. I have 
fallen from a reputation, which ought to have made 
me cautious, and from a fortune, which ought to 
have given me content. I am ſunk at once into po- 


6 3 


verty and ſcorn : my name and my crime flll the : 


ballads in the ftreets ; the ſpore of the rli6ughtleſs, 


Ry ny cos cect % 5 K 24 62: 


At may ſeem ſtrange Lord; that; rhthelns-) 
bering wh L have lately — Iſh ſhould firiviſh'to- 
continue what I am; but contempt of death, how - 
ſpeciouſly, foever it might mingle with Heathen'vir- 
tues, bas N pe in it en to Chriſtian? bt. 
tence, AY -'! JN | I. © Xt © nb 

+66 Many motives pe die 10 beg earneſtly for 
life. I feel the natural horror of à violent and 
and the univerſal dread of untimely diſſolution. 1 
am deſirous to reccompence the injury I have done 
to the Clergy, to the world, and to religion; and 
to efface the ſcandab of the crime, by the example of 
my repentance,” But, above all -I wiſt to die with- 
thats hts more compoſed, and calmer preparation. 
he gloom. and confuſion of a priſon, the 
3 of a trial, and the inevitable viciſſitudes of 
„ leave not the mind in a due diſpoſition for 
the holy exerciſes of prayer and ſelf- examination. 
Let — a little life be denied me, in which I may, 


by meditation and contrition, prepare myſelf to 


ſtand at the tribunal of Omnipetence, and ſupport” 
the preſence of that Judge, who ſhall diſtribute! to 
all according to theit works; who will receive to 
pardon the repenting ſinner, and from whom the- 
merciful ſhall obtain mercy. 


For cs reaſons, my Lord, amidſt ſhame and 


e yet wiſh to liye; and humbly implore,, 
may 


be recommended "Fi Jour Lordi, to 
the clemency of his 1 7 1 


P 
T1 6 # -: 


SS 


| Here he ſunk down, quite overwhelmed 
with agony, and, aſter fome little time, the 
Recorder ſpoke to him as follows: 


| 


— _ OO 


acknomledge But one thing I'c 


abilities, rank in life, and above all, your ſacred 


3 
8 
* 
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47 Dr. William Dogd,- you are convitted” of the 
crime of Futtering a bond as true, knowing the ſume 
to be forged: you have had a very fair: and candid - 
trial, and every oppottunity of exculpating yourfelf 


Which the law can giye ybu. Vou, 3 haue 
admitted the crime which you have Rk, and 


L am glad to ſee the n. and ſorrow which, 


y qu en preſs for the ſame, which is the beſt preparation 


you can make for the dreadful conſeque nce: it 
would therefore be highly improper for me to enlarge 
upon the beinoufneſs of the crime tre fo fully 

with you to 
avoid, that is, every attempt to palliate or extenuate 
a erime of ſuch n our education, 


e the circummſtances that the 
matter, and ſpread the pernicious of | the: 
bad example among, mankind. By. no means, there- 
fore, go about to extenuate your crime; but prepare 
yourſelf for the awful event. It remains, therefore, 
only for me to perform the awful taſł of paſſing the 
ſentence upon you, which the Jaw has provided 3 
that is, Yeu, Dr. William Dodd, are to be taken to 
the place from , whence you came, and from thence |- 
to the plate of execution, where you are to be 
_— till 2 are n ERS ou None 


Ike miſerable Divine en i. ti 


d, with 
wit 


| trembling ſleps, givaning with 1 able 


anguiſh, and exclaiming 


Jas: 
1 
mentable moanings, Loc IE Jes receive 
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There was now no hope of leſſeniag the 
priſoner's ſufferings, but by petitioning for 
the Royal elemency. The Queen, who has 
on every occaſion ſhewn herfelf a pattern 
of humanity and condeſcenſion, was en- 
treated to intercede for him, and the com- 
paſſion of his Majeſty was almoſt daily ſup- 
plicated by Nobles, Clergymen, and bene- 
volent individuals nu a II 
But the interceſſion of the Citizens of 
London moſt attractedi the attention vfi the 
public, and occaſioned a revival of thoſe. . 
arguments for and againſt the Doctor's ſuf- 
fering an exemplary death, which before 
filled the public prints, and engroſſedd all 
private converſati n 
A Court of Common Council was called 
on Friday, June 6; tor the purpoſe of con- 
ſidering of a Petition to the King, in fa- 
vour of Dr. Dodd; and Mr. Hawes, a foun- 
der of the Humane Society for recovering 
drowned perſons, Mr. Winterbottom, Se- 
cretary, to the Magdalen, and Mr. Neat, 
Treaſurer to the Society for releaſing Small 
Debtors, gave many. proofs of the ſervices 
which Dr. Dadd had done to thouſands! of 
his fellow creatures, by his endeavours in 
the ſupport of thoſe charitable inſtitutions. 
HFence it was urged, that he had fome 
claim to a milder ſentence; that as Forgery 
was an offence againſt ſociety, they ought 
to weigh the good againſt the evil; and 


- 
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that che good in this caſe greatly e- 8 
derated ; that the lav made on this ſubject 
was merely for the protection and benefit 
of commerce, and that if ſo great à com- 
-mercial. city was willing to remit the ſeve- 
rity of the 2 his Majeſty could 
not be unw ing to attend to their petiden 
| 4 for mercy... eln a el Biss 
It was Here dctermined to apply for 
Tome remiſſi on of his ſenxence, and the fol- 
lowing Petition was preſented :. Ofc. — e. 9 
Se nie eiten ban Ji! 
To the KING's|Moft: Excellent e, 2 
The humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Allee: 
men, and Common? tin e o of Londen, 
02 & v4 


Common Council uſt 


3k Agi bundly nb, 11 75 ne 20 . 
Waden p Doctor 8 3 ; 

der ſente het of deatli in your eſty's 
* the crime of f 3 
1117 his 45 1 175 NN of Jaudbble example 
OL a1 ä 18 Calling, w IC dl 
; has SY een : 


e moſt h 
I hat he has. by the Bft i ipftitutor, and 3 very 
eſt and active promoter, of feveral ah of _ 
uſeful charity, and therefore may be conſidered as 
eus r her Eren denefactor to che 8 
* $39 itt Vs T- 
2119; Your: Peron ee rns. his 
JF N ff 5 p de 
>, 


a ular d þy you 
112 5 ve hg ah pr clem dene, wal bu hy des 
cdrimend the fad We Dodd to bs 
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Fo alias he nibh Gaal, nos got jaworb | 


THR to ſtand an exatnple. of Royal mercy.. 28 
| And yaur Pettiners halyer gray Ae... 
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i theſe. Petitions Were, added . en- 
cicatics of Dr. Dodd's Punt, . of the 


whole pariſh of V Ham (fo rfons 


only excepted) ;. but is Mey uſed to 


give any anſwer, and ordered them to be 
ſent to the Secretary of State's office, t. to be 
produced in Council, when: the. 
ould make his Rei 


Thoſe who called . the Friends | 
of Juſtice, now took occaſion to make many 


animadverſions on. the dangerous tendency 
of excuſing Fe orgery; and were rather ſevere 
on the conduct of the City of Lamon, for 
taking to themſelves an Re e over the 


commerce of Great- Britain. It was ad- 


mitted, that an error en the ſide of huma- 
nity was very pardonable; but the: remiſ- 
fion of the Doctor's ſentence would in time 
(it was thought) be drawn into example; 
and there were even at that moment too 


many inſtances of Forgery * in agitation, to 


allow ſo dangerqus a precedent. The Ci- 


tizens of London, it is true, as as trading men, | 
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| * As PIR time there were near a6 lens: either 


convicted or ſuſpected of 7 moſt of whom 


were concerned in a Forgery on the * to the amount 


of 30, oool. 
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every man in the ſame capacity ; rhioufiont | 
the kingdom; and therefore it was thought 
an act vf the greateſt Aachener in the Com- 
mon Council, to pretend. to excuſe an of- 
fence, wherein they comparatively were but 
little concerned. 

The Doctor's friends had grounded their 
les chiefly on his having no. intention to 
deceive. On the contrary, it was aſſerted, 

that a fraudulent intention was, manifeſt 
_ thro" the whole; for the reaſons mentioned 
in page 13. of this Narrative; that the law 
deemed every ſuch act an intentional fraud. 
and had ĩt not been neceſſary to enforce the 
law, the lives of ſeveral perſons (no leſs 
'worthy than Dr. Dodd) would have been 
faved from ſuch a melancholy _ 

Another argument in the Doctor's behalf 
Was, the Sanctity of his Cloth, and the evils 
which would probably ariſe to the morals 
-of ſociety, by his execution. To. this it 
vas replied, that the idea was in the higheſt 
degree abſurd, and ſo far from being true, 
that nothing could bring the Cloth into fo 
much difgrace, or ſo much affect the mo- 

Fals of the eople, as the ſaving any man on 
acebunt Ge profeſſion; that men would 
Jearn b Riener every Clergyman as a 
licenſed profligate, protected from puniſh- 
ment even for the worſt of crimes; = from 
ſuch a contempt of their lives, would natu- 
| rally ariſe a 3 of their doctrines alſo. 


8 8. | 4 | ? 5 
9 e 
Beſides, it was ſaid that the Clergy needed 
not any encouragement to be leſs attentive 
to their duty than they were at preſent; 
which they certainly would be, if Dr, Dodd 
Was pardoned, _ „„ 
Here we ſhould cloſe the controverſy; 
but for the ſake of introducing a proof how 
far the Doctor's adyocates were deſirous 
of ſtraining every argument in his favour. 
Among other reafons for ſhewing lenity to 
him, it was mentioned that he was preſſed 
by a generous motive, the payment of his 
tradeſmens bills, and that he had honourably 
excuſed Mr, Robinſon, whom he might have 
charged as an accomplice of his guilt, But 
this plea met with an immediate and very 
_ ſtrong objection, viz, that ſcarcely any _ 
man, nay, that eyen Dr. Dodd himſelf did 
not pay his tradeſmen from generous mo- 
tives, but to obtain freſh credit, and fup- 
port his former way of life; and that it was 
the weakeſt idea imaginable to excuſe any 
. convict, becauſe there was one ſpecies of 
injury to which he had not yet arrived. 
It was: further obſerved too, that tho* he 
had acquitted Mr. Robinſon in the firſt ft 
of the buſineſs, he had afterwards moſt i 
generouſly and wickedly accuſed him, in 
his addreis to the Court when his trial came 
on. He there aſſerted that Mr. Robinſon 
was a a ſybſcribing witneſs to the Bond, 
and would be led to ſwear any thing, by 
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way of exculpating himſelf,” See page 
RE 0 . 
During ſuch a conteſt, it was impoſſible 
but that the Doctor and his friends ſhould 
be agitated with alternate hopes and fears, 
as the weight of the argument ſeemed to 
eee for or againſt him. At length, 
however, the affair came to ſome kind of 
determination; and on Friday, June 13, the 
Recorder made his Report to the King. 
The Privy Council held on this Report 
was remarkably full, all the great officers 
attending, as well as ſeveral Members who 
ſeldom go but on extraordinary occaſions. 
Lord Weymouth carried in the petitions, 
and after they had been read over, the Lord 
Chancellor and Lord Mansfeld are ſaid to 
have ſpoken near half an hour each on the 
' merits of them, and on the bad effects of re- 
laxing, in any one inſtance, the laws againſt 
forgery ; one of the noble Perſonages clo- 
ſing his ſpeech with theſe remarkable words, 
If Dr. Dodd is ſaved, Robert Perreau was 
murdered.“ | | 
There were three convicts mentioned in 
the report, viz. Dr. Villiam Dodd, for for- 
gery; and James Lucas and Foſeph Harris, 
for a highway robbery ; and after a conſi- 
derable time ſpent in Council, his Majeſty 
Was pleaſed' to reſpite Lucas, and to order 
the two others for execution on Friday 


þ, 


June 27. | 


— 
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The fatal reſolution of the Council re: 
5 pecting Dr. Dodd threw amelancholy gloom 
over the countenance of every one, not ex- 


cluding thoſe whom the unfortunate Divine 
could not number among his friends; the 


report of a reſpite being intended dy the 


Sovereign had raiſed the expectation of the 


public to a confidence, that ſome ray of 


mercy would be extended; the unhappy 


man, no doubt, had caught the flame of 
hope, and ſecretly joined in the general 
ndence. What then muſt have been 


his feelings at hearing the dreadful news! 
let the reader refle&t but for a moment at 


the ſhock of ſuch a diſappointment, and 


whatever opinion he may form of the crime, 
he will beſtow a tear of pity upon the 4 


miſerable ſufferer. 

Mrs. Dodd was with her hülband when 
the melancholy news arrived of his bein 
ordered for execution. She ſat for ſome 
ſeconds in a kind of torpid ſuſpence, when 


ſuddenly claſping her hands together, ſhe 
exclaimed. O God! enable me to bear 


this!” and immediately fainted. She was 
carried to her apartments in che neighbour- 


hoodof Ludgate-hill, ſoon after; in an agony 


of grief not to be deſcribed. 


Nor was the miſerable Culprit leſs fs 


fected at the melancholy information, For 
a long time his heart ſeemed to labour with 


unutterable ſorrow, but at length he cried. 
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out in dreadful anguiſh, © Is there then no 
mercy to be found among men ? Gracious 
God! if it be thy pleaſure, thou wilt en- 
able me to bear my ſufferings ; yet not my 
will but thine be done.” 1255 
During the time of his confinement, Dr. 
Dodd had on many occaſions endeavoured 
to make himſelf uſeful wo his fellow priſon- 
ers, by admoniſhing them to conſider well 
the. nature of their ; Hee and to bring 
themſelves to a ſtate of true repentance, as 
the only means of ſalvation. ' This taſk 
was in itſelf extremely. diſagreeable, and 
liable to much objection from the more 
hardened part of his auditors; yet ſuch an 
awe did they feel in the Doctor's preſence, 
that he was heard with ſingular attention. 
On Friday, June 6, after the prayers for 
the day had been read by Mr. Villette, the 
Ordinary, the Doctor made a moſt pathetic 
Addreſs to his unhappy brethren, on the 4d 
verſe of P/aim li . 15 
By way of preface to this addreſs, the 
Doctor recited to his audience the ſtory of 
Paul and Silas, (Alis xvi. 19---30.) who 
vwere caſt into -priſon, for preaching. the 
Goſpel. © At midnight, (fays he) Pau. and 
Silas, ſupported by a good conſcience, pray-, 
ed to the Lord; and ſuddenly there was a 
great earthquake, and the priſoners? chains 
were looſed. The jailor at firſt thought the 
priſoners were fled; but when he ſaw them 
Reel Nom their bonds by the agency of 


* 
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-Sirinie power, he was corivinced: that they 
were the ſervants of God, and therefore fell 
down: before them, ſaying, What muſt. T 4 
to be ſaved? 

This is the important queſtion which 
every man ſhould hourly aſk himfelf; and 
had it not been neglected by us, we had 
never appeared in this place. A little time 
for recollection is yet allowed us; let no 
particle of this be loſt, but let us fill our 
remaining life with all the duties which our 
conditio allows us to pracie. 1) | 

To teach others what © they muſt do to- 
be ſaved,” has long been my employment 
and profeſſion. You ſee with what con- 
fuſion and diſhonour I now: ſtand; before 
you no more in the pulpit of inſtruction, 
but on the ſame humble ſeat withyourſelves. 
Lou are not to conſider me now, as ſpeaking 
with the authority of a paſtor to his-flock. 
J am here guilty, like yourſelves, oy > 
capital offence; and ſentenced, like 
ſelves, to a public and ſhameful death. 

J am now, like you, enquiring, what IL 
muſt do to be ſaved??? and ftand here td 
communicate to you what that. enquiry | 
ſuggeſts. Hearme with attention, my fellow: . 
Priſoners; and in your melancholy hours 
of retirement, conſider well what T-offer to 
you from the ſincerity of my good will, and 
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He chen * to ſhew, that Salva- 
Won is promiſed, on the terms of Faith, 


Obedience, and Repentance, which ſeveral 
heads he fully explains. 


On the ſecond head he ſays, Our obe- 


dience is now reſtrained to a ſmall circle, 
"| ſubmiſſion: to the will of God, and a calm 


acquieſcence in his wiſdom and his juſtice. 
e muſt not allow ourſelves to repine 


= thoſe miſeries which have followed our 


offences, but ſuffer, with humility and pa- 
nence, the puniſhment which we deſerve. 


WWhen we conſider the wickedneſs of our 


paſt lives, and the danger of having been 
ſummoned to the final judgment without 
Preparation, we ſhall, I hope, return thanks 
roGod for what once ſeemed the moſt dread- 
ful of all evils, our detection and convictionl 


We ſhrink back from the public eye, tur- 
ned as it is upon us with indignation and 
contempt. Imprifonment is afflictive, and 

ignominious death is fearful! But let us 


compare our condition with that which our 


actions might reaſonably have incurred. 


The robber might have died in the act of 


violence. The man of fraud might have 
funk into the grave, while he was enjoying 


the gain of his artifice: and where tben 


| Sad been our hope? We have now leiſure for 

thought, and opportunities of inſtruction; 
and whatever we ſuffer from offended laws, 
may yet reconcile ourſelves. to God, Who, 


1 


ir we ſincerely foek him, will affuredly be 
found. 93 . 
A further extract from this Addreſs would 
only ſwell the preſent Work beyond due 
bounds, We Nall therefore proceed to the 
more important circumſtances of the Doc- 
tor's hiſtory, viz. his ſuffering the awful 
puniſhment which the law appointed, 
The Doctor, for the laſt three or four 
days, took hardly enough to ſupport na- 
ture. He expreſſed on Thurſday the moſt 
earneſt deſire of taking leave of thoſe kind 
friends, who had exerted. themſelves thro? 
his ſevere troubles ; and ſhewed an unex- 
pected fortitude. The moſt trying time 
to him, was the final parting with Mrs. 
Dodd, the evening before he ſuffered ; but 
- he ſupported ed it with gre reat firmneſs; ſhe 
was taken away almo frantic, and the 
next day went into the country. 
At ning o'clock on Friday morning, June 
27, one of the Sheriffs of London, with the 
Under Sheriffs, City Marſhal, and a num- - 
ber of, Peace Officers, attended at Newgate, 
d ſoon after the unfortunate Divine, and 
3 the convict for a highway rob- 
bery, appeared at the gate; the former was 
but into a mourning coach, and the latter 
into a cart, where his father (a venerable 
old man with grey hairs) waited to receive 
him. The gloomy proceſſion: then. began 
to move, thro? greater crouds of people than 
bad ever bean known. on ſuch an occaſion... 
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About half paſt. ten they reached the 
55 execution, and the cart being drawn un- 
der the gallows, Harris was firſt tied up. 
A ſignal was then made for the coach, 
which waited at a little diſtance, to draw up, 
and the Doctor aſcended the cart with his- 
arms tied, dreſſed in a ſuit of black, and a 
full. bottom'd wig, over which he wore a. 
flapped hat. Here he Joined his two ſpiri- 
tual friends for ſome time in the moſt fer- 


vent devotion; after which he took his un- 


happy brother convict: by the hand, and 
exhorted him to rely upon the merits of 
their Redeemer, who fuffered for all man- 
kind, for ſupport in that hour of trial and 
extreme adverſity. Again they. all joined 
in certain prayers, ſelected for the mourn- 
ful occaſion; after which Dr. Dodd gave 
money to the executioner, and took an af 


| fectionate leave of his friends. He then 


aſſiſted in putting on the cap, drew it over. 
his face, and remained for ſome time with 


his hands elaſped, as in a. ſerious and re- 
ſigned prayer. At length the awful mo- 


ment arrived ! the cart was drawn away, 
and the convicts were launched into eter- 
nity. 
After hanging an hour; thee bodies were 
cut down, and delivered. to their reſpective 


friends; the; Doctor's was received in a. 
Mell, covered with a ſheet, which, _ 


put into 2 hearſe drawn by four horſes, and. 
dollowed by a mourning coach. and. faur 


64) 
horſes, was thus conveyed by the Neẽ-w 
Road, to the undertaker, who had the care 
of his interment. 

On the whole of. this TR buſi- | 
8 5g Dr. Dod@s. behaviour. was conſiſtent 
with his character as a man and a Chriſtian; 
he appeared a true penitent, but not ſa 
ſhocked as might be expected from his pre- 
vious delire of life. Juſt as he was turned 
off there was an univerſal ſilence: tears 
flowed from.many eyes, but from one quar- 
ter there was almoſt inſtantly a general 
groan that was deplorably affecting; and a 
mournful ſhriek (apparently a woman's 
voice) that pierced the hearts of thoſe who 
heard it, He appeared not to ſuffer much 
in dying, though it was near two minutes 
before all motion ceaſed. © 

Thus periſhed the mortal part of Dr. 
WILLIAM DODD;----a man long ho- 

nour'd, lov'd, and reverenc'd by the world, 
in the ſeveral characters of a Preacher, Wri- 
ter, Tutor, Friend, and Huſband; a man 
who has been an uſeful and valuable mem- 
ber of ſociety, and whom humanity ſhould 
lead us to conſider, as one who erred only 
from ſome momentary impulſe of imperfect 
nature; who, in the recollection of reaſon, _ 
hath found repentance; who patiently re- 
| ſigned that life which was become a forfeit - 
to the law, and ſought from Heaven that 
forgiveneſs which is not to be found upon 
cath, May he have found it in the regs | 
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of Wes ili! May his fatal example 
teach an obedience to thoſe laws, which 
puniſh the crime only, and forget the man 
And may every one who ſhall be hereafter 
tempted to commit a Forgery, remember 
that Death E ioaere follows the ſtroke oe 
the FR” a 
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HERE eps, inurn' d, the minlder to woe, 1 
That taught the heart to feel the eye to flow 4, 
From whom Diſtreſs ne'er came with boſom griev d, 
Whoſe tongue perſuaded, and whoſe hand reliev'd ;. 
What eye, unbloated, could obſerve his fall— 
Juſt—where he could—benevolent to all. 

Here ceaſe enquity—bleſſing made him bleſt ; 

Let Pity veil the page that ſpeaks the reſt. 
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LETTER from the Right Hon. the - 
Counteſs of HUN TIN , 
The Rev. Dr. WILLIAM Dopp, 
3 While under Sentence of Death. 8 


TLROM the firſt hearing of your unfortunate 
- I fituation, I could not look for any leſs ſupplies of 
"ſupport and comfort for you, than to him whochoſe 
for our ſakes to be numbered with the tranſgreſſors. 
Lou are maſter of every rational and ſcripture argu- 
ment, and in this, perhaps, inferior to few. And I 
- * earneſtly pray God, theſe may have their place and 
their times of conſolation for you. _ CATS 
But reaſon, or the wiſeſt concluſions drawn from 
even truth itſelf, neither removes the ſtings of guilt, 
nor poſſeſſes the ſoul with that peace, which ever 
paſſes the beſt informed underſtanding. O no 
nothing but that voice of Almighty power that ſpoke 
from the Croſs to your ſuffering companion there, 
can be your point now: And we all, like him, muſt 
- paſs ſentence upon ourſelves, and ſay, We indeed 
receive the due reward of our deeds.” How ſoon 
the welcome requeſt, Lord remember me, &c.“ 
reached the heart of our Divine Subſtitute; how 
* ſpeedy the relief: how laſting and complete the 
comfort, The meaning of my prayers and tears for 
your grief, would have no other language but“ Go 
and do thou likewiſe. Forgive, and do not wonder 
you ſhould find my views ſo limited as this' ſeems 
for your only relief. Were life extended to its lateſt 
poſſible period, the only ſolid or well- grounded hope 
of happineſs muſt ſubſiſt party by this interior 
blefling ; as making the little good we have on 
earth have all its ſafety, and all the various evils of 
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Thy: A maiſcrable world wiſely/or ee 4 by 


die; Thus ever thing. unites to render the impor- 
| Ts tunity of your ſuffermg heart the. happy ſubject of 


afercy.” This mercy, once tained: will bear 
you through the fluctuating emotions, and various 


>__views of life and death, which ſo immediately and 


naturally operate . ge 4 even czuſe you to 
glory in tribulation... | 
. 40 ua ae? 

ian yowhave pro and taught 
3 . ns of our Savi oo, 8 
led to preach the beſt ſet- 


grace to Hinners, be 


pon) you eyer preached in your life, and to people 


oft. miſerable and ignorant of the high. Chri 


3 2 of ſalyation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! 


d he anſwer the affectionate cries of his 
5 ben people for you, and that arm pf 


infinite conſolation, he Kretched out for 


Hiength and . eternal 1 050 V. httle "og 
the appendages of death 


e 
rs nature is ſo bitter * oo a 5 vn 


ce Juſtice and rey thüs met mm and 


3 in That. © cup, ſo ſevere in the eyes of, others. 
Or ſhould the tender compaſſions o 1 rcy be 

2 fave fro him preſent. ſuffer r, Jt 
only in li fe, or 1 
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t hrough 
time and TA 1707 705 you. . 1s 555 this 1 would. 


. moſt affectionatel recommend you day and night. 


: 1 it is to him who is able to do abundant] y above 


all e gap | aſk or Piat; and thus I beg to — a 


ba 0. W „ * e Sir, your humble 
ſeryant, 


S... r 2! 2G HUNTINGDON. 
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